despatches an ambassador to her father Munqad to demand
her   hand  in  marriage. Munqad, having taken counsel with
his wife, returns answer that his daughter is already betrothed,
whereupon the King of Jurjan sends his general Behram to
make war upon him. He and his wife and daughter, and her
betrothed,   unable to withstand this attack, shut themselves
up in the Castle of Mehabad, whence they presently escape
to   Herat.   The   King  of that city, Fi'ruz Shah, also falls in
love with the beautiful Vis, and, at a feast to which he bids
the fugitives, succeeds in poisoning the cousin to whom she
is bethrothed. Soon afterwards, however, he is in turn defeated
and killed by Behram, the King of Jurjan's victorious general,
who   marries Fi'riiz Shah's daughter, Shems-banu, and seats
himself on the throne of Herat. Visa and her parents, however,
make their escape into Turan, where the King's son, Ramin
Shah,   sees  and  falls   in love with her. He invites her to a
banquet, which she attends, fortified with good advice from
her  mother  as to how she shall conduct herself, and after-
wards plays chess with him, listens to music and the amorous
songs  of singing  girls,  dances, and propounds and answers
riddles. Meanwhile the Khan of Turan, troubled at his son's
infatuation, takes counsel with his ministers, and finally deter-
mines  to  place Ramin in custody and to banish Vfsa. The
lovers endeavour to console themselves and each other with
letters, but Ramfn's passion finally drives him into temporary
madness, which none of the physicians can cure. His father
thereupon takes him to a holy sheykh, under whose care he
recovers his  reason,   and  is  then permitted to marry Vfsa.
Shortly   afterwards   the   Khan   of  Turan   dies,   and  Ramfn
succeeds  to  the  throne,  but  is taken  captive by brigands
disguised as dervishes, who cast him into prison. Thence he
is released by Bihzdd, with whom he crosses the Oxus, falls
in  with  and  joins himself to a company of holy men, and